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The Missouri Legislature ended its 2023
session on May 12th. We are pleased to
report that our state will now join others in
expanding Medicaid coverage for birthing
people from 60 days to one year
postpartum. However, the very same
legislature is also following the trend of
conservative states who are passing
harmful legislation to the LGBTQIA+
community. While we celebrate the steps
taken by our legislature to eliminate health
disparities for some communities, we must
remain vigilant in our efforts to strive for all
communities to achieve health equity in
our state. Read the RHC's Legislative Wrap-
Up to learn more about what happened
this session that we consider wins and
losses and how you can join us in taking
action to promote positive health
outcomes in our state.  



What happened in the 2023 Missouri
Legislative session?

WINS

LOSSES

Postpartum care

SB 106 and SB 45/90 extend postpartum
healthcare coverage for birthing people
enrolled in MO HealthNet for the duration
of and one year following pregnancy. If
signed by the Governor, benefits will begin
immediately.

Healthcare workforce

SB 157 and SB 70 expand the scope of practice
for advanced practice registered nurses
(APRNs). This will expand the workforce supply
to meet the demand for health care utilization
across the state, especially in the health care
safety net.

Health equity

Efforts to add anti-diversity, equity, and
inclusion language to the Fiscal Year 2024
state budget and establish a Parents’ Bill of
Rights (SB 4) to increase parental control
over educational curriculum fail. Both
issues will likely come up again in the 2024
legislative session.

Initiative Petition
Reform

HJR 43 would have increased the threshold for
Constitutional ballot measures to pass from 50%
to 60% of voters. The measure came close to
passing, but the Senate did not pass it in the end.
It will likely be brought back again in 2024, ahead
of attempts to protect abortion access through
the ballot.

The RHC reports on the outcomes from our legislative priorities; this list is not
exhaustive of all legislative results from the 2023 session. Note that most pieces of
legislation that we report on have been passed by the legislature, but await signature
by the Governor to become law.

Gender-affirming care

SB 49 bans gender affirming care for transgender
minors and some adults and and SB 39 forces
transgender high school athletes to play on teams
corresponding to their gender assigned at birth.
Both were passed by the legislature and signed into
law by Governor Parson on June 7. 



T h e  R H C  s u p p o r t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  m o d i f i e s  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  M O
H e a l t h N e t  ( M i s s o u r i  M e d i c a i d )  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p r e g n a n t  a n d  p o s t p a r t u m
p e o p l e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e g i n  t o  a d d r e s s  h e a l t h  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n
m a t e r n a l  c h i l d  h e a l t h .  M a t e r n a l  a n d  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  i n
M i s s o u r i  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n d
p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a r e  a t  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  f o r  p o o r  m a t e r n a l  a n d  i n f a n t
h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e i r  W h i t e  p e e r s .  M i s s o u r i ’ s  m a t e r n a l
m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i r e  f o r  B l a c k  w o m e n ,  w h o  a r e  t h r e e  t o
f o u r  t i m e s  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  w h i t e  w o m e n  t o  d i e  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o f
p r e g n a n c y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  w h o  r e c e i v e  M O  H e a l t h N e t  f o r  P r e g n a n t
W o m e n  i n  M i s s o u r i  l o s e  c o v e r a g e  a f t e r  j u s t  6 0  d a y s .  I n  o r d e r  t o
p r e v e n t  p o o r  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  f o r  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
e x t e n d  M e d i c a i d  c o v e r a g e  t o  a t  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  p o s t p a r t u m .

I n  t h e  2 0 2 3  s e s s i o n ,  s e v e r a l  b i l l s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h a t  w o u l d  e x t e n d
p o s t p a r t u m  M e d i c a i d  c o v e r a g e  f r o m  6 0  d a y s  t o  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r
d e l i v e r y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e x t e n d  p o s t p a r t u m  c o v e r a g e
p a s s e d  i n  t w o  i n  s e p a r a t e  b i l l s ,  S B  1 0 6  o n  M a y  5 t h  a n d  S B  4 5 / 9 0  o n
M a y  1 2 t h .  I f  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w ,  b o t h  b i l l s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  M O  H e a l t h N e t
c o v e r a g e  f o r  b i r t h i n g  p e o p l e  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t s  t h r o u g h  M O
H e a l t h N e t  f o r  P r e g n a n t  W o m e n  o r  S h o w  M e  H e a l t h y  B a b i e s .  T h i s
c o v e r a g e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  f u l l  M e d i c a i d  b e n e f i t s  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e
p r e g n a n c y  a n d  f o r  o n e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r e g n a n c y .  T h e
l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  a n  e m e r g e n c y  c l a u s e  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t
b e n e f i t s  s h a l l  b e g i n  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  o n c e  t h e s e  b i l l s  a r e  s i g n e d  i n t o
l a w  b y  G o v e r n o r  P a r s o n s .  T h e  R H C  a p p l a u d s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r
p r i o r i t i z i n g  h e a l t h  e q u i t y  f o r  b i r t h i n g  p e o p l e .  

WIN: Postpartum Coverage Expansion Passes this Session

I N C R E A S E D  A C C E S S  T O  C A R E  W I L L  A D D R E S S
H E A L T H  D I S P A R I T I E S

https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44542
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44414


WIN: APRN Practice Expansion Crosses the Finish Line

I N C R E A S E D  H E A L T H C A R E  W O R K F O R C E  W I L L
I M P R O V E  A C C E S S  T O  C A R E  

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  b i l l s  t h a t ,  i f  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w ,  w o u l d
e x p a n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a d v a n c e d  p r a c t i c e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s
( A P R N s ) .  T h e  R H C  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  a u t h o r i z i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s
t o  s a f e l y  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e i r  l i c e n s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e
d e m a n d  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  h e a l t h
c a r e  s a f e t y  n e t ,  b u t  w a n t  t o  e n s u r e  q u a l i t y  c a r e  a n d  p a t i e n t  s a f e t y .
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

S B  1 5 7  a n d  S B  7 0  b o t h  p a s s e d  o n  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  o f  s e s s i o n  a n d  w o u l d
a l l o w  a n  A P R N  t o  p r e s c r i b e  S c h e d u l e  I I  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  f o r
h o s p i c e  p a t i e n t s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e  a r r a n g e m e n t s
b e t w e e n  t h e  A P R N  a n d  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  m a y  w a i v e
g e o g r a p h i c  p r o x i m i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h e n  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t
o u t l i n e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t e l e h e a l t h  a n d  w h e n  t h e  A P R N  i s  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s
i n  a  c o r r e c t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  C o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  o r  d e s i g n a t e d
p h y s i c i a n s  s h a l l  b e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  A P R N  f o r  s u f f i c i e n t  p e r i o d s  o f
t i m e ,  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c h a r t  r e v i e w s
a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a n  A P R N  s h a l l  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  t h e
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p r e s e n t  f o r  a  o n e - m o n t h  p e r i o d
w h e n  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c i a n .  T h i s
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  w a i v e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t  w h e n  a  p r i m a r y  c a r e  o r
b e h a v i o r a l  h e a l t h  p h y s i c i a n  e n t e r s  i n t o  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  a  p r i m a r y
c a r e  o r  b e h a v i o r a l  h e a l t h  A P R N ,  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n e w  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  A P R N  i s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .
C u r r e n t l y ,  a  n u r s e  m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p r a c t i c a l
n u r s i n g .  T h i s  a c t  a d d s  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a d v a n c e d  p r a c t i c e  n u r s i n g
a n d  m o d i f i e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  A P R N  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l
n u r s i n g .

https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44693
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44441


LOSS: Harmful Ban on Gender-Affirming Care for Minors
Signed by the Governor

B A R R I E R S  T O  H E A L T H C A R E  W I L L  E X A C E R B A T E
H E A L T H  D I S P A R I T I E S  A N D  P R E V E N T  H E A L T H  E Q U I T Y

T h e  R H C  o p p o s e s  a n t i - t r a n s g e n d e r  b i l l s  t h a t  w o u l d  b a n  a g e
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  m e d i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  c a r e  f o r  t r a n s g e n d e r  y o u t h  u n d e r
t h e  a g e  o f  1 8  a s  w e l l  a s  p r e v e n t  M O  H e a l t h N e t  f r o m  c o v e r i n g
g e n d e r - a f f i r m i n g  c a r e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  a g e .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  R H C  i s  n o t  a n  e x p e r t  o n  t h i s  c o m p l e x  i s s u e ,  t h e s e
b i l l s  w o u l d  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s  h e a l t h  d i s p a r i t i e s  a n d  w o u l d
p r e v e n t  h e a l t h  e q u i t y  f o r  t h e  L G B T Q I A +  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i c h  a r e  2  o f
o u r  p r i o r i t y  a d v o c a c y  a r e a s .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  i m p e d e  o u r  s t a t e ’ s  p u b l i c
h e a l t h  a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  c a r e  f o r  a n y  p o p u l a t i o n .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  t w o  a n t i - t r a n s g e n d e r  b i l l s
t h i s  s e s s i o n .  S B  4 9  p a s s e d  o n  M a y  1 0 t h  a n d  b a n s  g e n d e r - a f f i r m i n g
c a r e  f o r  t r a n s g e n d e r  m i n o r s ,  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  o n  M O  H e a l t h N e t ,
a n d  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p e r s o n s .  T h e  l a w  i s  s e t  t o  t a k e  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n
A u g u s t  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3  a n d  r e m a i n  i n  p l a c e  u n t i l  A u g u s t  2 0 2 7 .  Y o u n g
p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v i n g  g e n d e r - a f f i r m i n g  c a r e  i n c l u d i n g
m e d i c a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  s e r v i c e s  b e f o r e  A u g  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3  w i l l  b e
a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  a c c e s s i n g  t h e  s a m e  c a t e g o r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  u n t i l  a t
l e a s t  A u g  2 8 ,  2 0 2 7 .

A n o t h e r  a n t i - t r a n s g e n d e r  b i l l  a l s o  p a s s e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s
s e s s i o n :  S B  3 9  f o r c e s  t r a n s g e n d e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  p o s t s e c o n d a r y
( c o l l e g e ,  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t r a d e  s c h o o l )  a t h l e t e s  t o  p l a y  o n  t e a m s
t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  g e n d e r  a s s i g n e d  a t  b i r t h  a n d  i s  a l s o  s e t  t o
t a k e  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3 .  

G o v e r n o r  P a r s o n  s i g n e d  b o t h  b i l l s  i n t o  l a w  o n  J u n e  7 .  T h e  G o v e r n o r
i s s u e d  a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  o n  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  a c c e s s i b l e  h e r e .
T h e  A C L U  o f  M i s s o u r i  i s s u e d  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  r e s p o n s e  o u t l i n i n g
t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  t h e s e  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  o n
y o u n g  p e o p l e  a c r o s s  o u r  s t a t e .  

T h e  R H C  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h i s  t r e n d  o f  a n t i - t r a n s g e n d e r
l a w s  w i l l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  w e l l -
b e i n g  o f  t r a n s g e n d e r  a n d  g e n d e r  n o n - c o n f o r m i n g  M i s s o u r i a n s  o f
a l l  a g e s .

https://www.senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44407
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44496
https://governor.mo.gov/press-releases/archive/governor-parson-signs-legislation-protect-missouri-children-and-female
https://www.aclu-mo.org/en/news/aclu-missouri-slams-governor-legislature-their-attacks-missouris-transgender-community


WIN, FOR NOW: Anti-diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Language (DEI) Not Included in the State Budget this Year

L E G I S L A T I O N  T H A T  R E S T R I C T S  D I V E R S I T Y ,  E Q U I T Y
A N D  I N C L U S I O N  D A M P E N  E F F O R T S  T O  A C H I E V E
H E A L T H  E Q U I T Y

I n  M a r c h ,  t h e  M i s s o u r i  H o u s e  a d d e d  a n t i - d i v e r s i t y  l a n g u a g e  t o  t h e  F i s c a l  Y e a r
2 0 2 4  S t a t e  B u d g e t  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  w i d e - r a n g i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e
i s  v e r y  b r o a d ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  i m p a c t i n g  a  h u g e  v a r i e t y  o f  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  p r o v i d e s .  I t  r e a d s :

T h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  d e e p l y  p r o b l e m a t i c ,  a n d  t h e  R H C  o p p o s e s  a n y  e f f o r t s  t h a t
w o u l d  p u t  l a n g u a g e  t h r e a t e n i n g  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  i n t o  l a w .  I n
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s ,  o v e r  2 1 4  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t a t e w i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
R H C ,  s i g n e d  a  l e t t e r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a n t i - D E I  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s t a t e
b u d g e t .  T h i s  w a s  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  S e n a t o r s  o n  t h e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e .

O n c e  t h e  H o u s e  p a s s e d  b u d g e t  b i l l s  m o v e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  S e n a t e ,  t h e
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  r e m o v e d  t h e  a n t i - D E I  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n
a d d e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s s u e  w a s  d e b a t e d  f o r  h o u r s  o n  t h e  S e n a t e
f l o o r ,  t h e  f i n a l  b u d g e t  t h a t  p a s s e d  o n  M a y  5 t h  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  a n t i - D E I
l a n g u a g e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  v e r y  l i k e l y  c o m e  u p  a g a i n  n e x t
s e s s i o n .

No funds shall be expended for staffing, vendors, consultants, or programs associated with “Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion,” or “Diversity, Inclusion, Belonging,” or any other initiative which similarly promotes: 1) the preferential

treatment of any individual or group of individuals based upon race, color, religion, sex, gender, sexuality,
ethnicity, national origin, or ancestry; 2) the concept that disparities are necessarily tied to oppression; 3)

collective guilt ideologies; 4) intersectional or divisive identity activism; or, 5) the limiting of freedom of
conscience, thought, or speech. This does not prohibit the department from following federal and state

employment and anti-discrimination laws.

WIN, FOR NOW: Leadership Priority to Establish the
Parents' Bill of Rights Act of 2023 Falls Short

T h e  R H C  o p p o s e s  b i l l s  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h  a  P a r e n t s ’  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n
w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  p a r e n t a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a r g e t s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o g r a m s
r e l a t e d  t o  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c i a l  e m o t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g .
T h e  b i l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b a n n e d  K - 1 2  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  t h a t
“ i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  a n y  r a c e ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  c o l o r ,  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y
s u p e r i o r  o r  i n f e r i o r . ”  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  p r o h i b i t e d  c u r r i c u l u m  t h a t  c o u l d  m a k e
s t u d e n t s  f e e l  “ r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a c t i o n s  c o m m i t t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  b y  o t h e r s . ”  I n
a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e q u i t y  i n
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i t  a l s o  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  m a s s i v e  a n d  u n p r o d u c t i v e  h e a d a c h e  f o r
e d u c a t o r s  n e e d i n g  t o  u p l o a d  a n d  g i v e  p a r e n t s  a c c e s s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d
t e a c h i n g  l e s s o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  h a r m f u l  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s
l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  a  p r i o r i t y  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  S B  4 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a
P a r e n t s ’  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  o n l y  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t
b e c o m e  l a w .  T h e  R H C  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  f u t u r e  a t t a c k s  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e
t o w a r d s  d i v e r s i t y ,  e q u i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  i t  w i l l  h a v e  o n  t h e
h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  M i s s o u r i a n s .   

https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=44578


H J R  4 3  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  h a r d e r  t o  a d v a n c e  p o l i c y  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  p r o c e s s .  T h e  R H C  o p p o s e s  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e
t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  a v e n u e  t o  a d v a n c e  p o l i c y  c h a n g e  a n d
a d d r e s s  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  h e a l t h .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  a n y  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e a s u r e  t h a t  i s  p u t  o n  t h e  b a l l o t ,
e i t h e r  b y  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  o r  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  m u s t
r e c e i v e  a  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e s  c a s t  ( 5 0 % )  t o  p a s s .  H J R  4 3
w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  t h r e s h o l d  a n d  r e q u i r e  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  6 0 %  o f
v o t e r s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  m e a s u r e s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  t o  p a s s ,  m a k i n g
i t  h a r d e r  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a c e  t o  e n a c t  c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e
b a l l o t .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  H J R  4 3  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s u m m a r i e s  o f   b i l l s  f o r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  v i s i b l e  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  i n c l u d e  l a n g u a g e
s t a t i n g  t h a t  v o t e r s  m u s t  b e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d
r e g i s t e r e d  M i s s o u r i  v o t e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  v o t e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  a r e  
 a l r e a d y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v o t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  M i s s o u r i .  T h i s  a d d e d
l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  c o n f u s i n g  v o t e r s  a b o u t  t h e
t r u e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  w h i c h  t h e y  s e e  o n
t h e i r  b a l l o t ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  t o  p a s s  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  b e c a u s e
t h e y  s e e m  l i k e  r u l e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  i n  p l a c e .  

H J R  4 3  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  a f t e r  a  5 - h o u r  f i l i b u s t e r
b y  D e m o c r a t s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  m o v e d  t o  a  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e
w h e r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  v e r s i o n  o f
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e r e  r e c o n c i l e d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  o n l y  t h e  H o u s e
p a s s e d  t h i s  n e g o t i a t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  t a k e n  u p
b y  t h e  S e n a t e .  T h i s  i s s u e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t   
n e x t  s e s s i o n .  T h e  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  b o t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a m b e r s  a r e
a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  I P  r e f o r m  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
h a v e  p r o t e c t i n g  a b o r t i o n  a c c e s s  i n c l u d e d  a s  a  b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e  i n
2 0 2 4 .  S e v e r a l  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e s
t h a t  p r o t e c t  a b o r t i o n  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  o u r  n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e
o f  K a n s a s .  

WIN, FOR NOW: Initiative Petition Reform Does Not Pass
this Session but Remains a Legislative Priority

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I N I T I A T I V E  P E T I T I O N  P R O C E S S
W I L L  H I N D E R  P O S I T I V E  P O L I C Y  C H A N G E

https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HJR43&year=2023&code=R


NOW WHAT: TAKE ACTION &
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

GET IN TOUCH 
Contact us online or
by calling our team
at 314.446.6454. 

 
1 Campbell Plaza, Suite 2A,

St. Louis MO 63139
www.stlrhc.org

Now that the 2023 legislative session is over, it is a perfect time to let your elected officials hear from
you about these important issues. The Governor has yet to take action on many of the passed pieces
of legislation, and can still hear from you. Your state and federal Senators and Representatives work

for you, their constituents, and you have the power to vote them in or out of office. It is important that
they hear from people living in their district. You can make your voice heard by thanking them for

voting "yes" on issues that matter to you or sharing your disappointment when they support issues
that are harmful to the health and wellbeing of your community.

Contact your legislators: click here to find out who they are and how to
contact them.

Register to vote: click here to do so. 2024 federal, state-wide, and municipal
elections are just around the corner. Help others in your life register too!

Join the fight: If you would like to take action with the RHC and learn more
about our advocacy efforts, click here to sign up.

https://www.stlrhc.org/who-we-are/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Louis-Regional-Health-Commission-112190106919/
https://twitter.com/STLRHC
https://www.youtube.com/user/STLRHC
https://www.instagram.com/stlrhc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-louis-regional-health-commission/
https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default
https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/register
https://www.stlrhc.org/current-work/health-policy-advocacy/

